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MAIL BETWEEN USA AND FRANCE 
IN WORLD WAR II (1939-1945) 

 

Synopsis for the INDYPEX 2025 Jury 

(September 2025) 

 
Treatment: This six-frame postal history exhibit documents the postal relations between USA 
and France from the beginning of World War II in September 1939 through August 1945 when 

service between the two nations was fully resumed. 
 

The status of German forces in France provides the organizing principle for this exhibit.  Their 

presence in a particular region determined whether mail service was available, regardless of 
whether USA was a neutral or belligerent country.  For example, service to/from occupied France 

during the time when USA was neutral (1940-1941) was not permitted.  However, mail to/from 

neutral Vichy France (1939-1942) after USA entered the war was allowed. 
 

According to the US Postal Bulletin (PB 18278) mail service to 44 departments and portions of an 

additional 14 departments in occupied France was officially suspended, effective September 5, 
1941.  [De facto suspension began shortly after the fall of France in June 1940.]  The exhibit shows 

examples from a wide geographic distribution in order to emphasize this important point.  

Numerous examples from geographic areas throughout Vichy France are provided in order to make 

the same point.  These multiple examples should therefore not be considered redundant. 
 

Each section of the exhibit differs in length depending on the complexity of the postal history.  For 

example, in the Occupied France 1940-1944 section, because suspension of postal relations was 

well publicized in USA and France, little mail was attempted after September 5, 1941 when postal 

relations were officially suspended (PB 18278).  Thus, this section is relatively short.  The section 

on resumption of mail service is longer due to the complexity caused both by the time period and 

the types of mail permitted.  Here the Postal Bulletin published no fewer than 17 directives over 

an 11-month period, each coming in the wake of retreating German forces. 
 

Personal study: The US Postal Bulletin directives regarding resumption of mail service provide 

the names of towns, cantons, and departments, the majority of which have little geographic 

meaning to most collectors.  However, these regions, when placed on maps, reveal an immediate 

logic for the resumption of service in the wake of retreating German forces.  For example, the first 

directive is illustrated below: 

 

                                   
         Sites of the June 6, 1944 Normandy landing 

 




