
Six Flags over Lehrte Synopsis (Updated February 2025)

Theme. Beginning exhibit on the postal history of the city of Lehrte, Kreis Burgdorf, Germany, which was 
a crossroads city near Hannover. 

Scope. From the Hannovarian era through the modern day. Lehrte was chosen for two reasons: it was a 
transportation nexus, and it was the town the exhibitor lived in in the Spring of 1973 as an exchange 
student. It was also a rural mail hub. It also serves as an example of the major changes in Germany 
over the past 175 years.

Importance. Germany is a major postal system. A city with both rural districts and one which was both a 
rail crossroads and a highway crossroads is a good exemplar. The main rail line between Cologne and 
Berlin crosses the main line between Hamburg and the south. In fact the terminus station in Berlin (now 
the main train station) was once known as the Lehrter Bahnhof.

Treatment. Items chosen for this exhibit were the best quality available to the exhibitor at this time. A 
variety of usages, types of mail, and rates are shown.

Scarcity: Postal usages from the inflation era can be hard to find. Best item is a Inselpost cover from 
Crete to Lehrte in 1945, properly authenticated (certificate).

Research. The sources shown were consulted. A full search of the 1944 Ortverzeichenis was done to 
ascertain all of the possible offices in the Lehrte region in that year. The exhibitor speaks German and 
can read the original sources.

Note on Quality. Use of two hole punches (sometimes one hole) on some items result from a German 
filing system in use for commercial correspondence, which stored the items this way in a two hole binder 
or other device. Common for non-philatelic German business mail and does not affect the philatelic 
value of the pieces shown. This filing system preserved, albeit imperfectly, many usages and town 
postal markings and cancels that otherwise might have been lost. Items presented in chronological order 
within their section. 
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