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Background Information 
This is the most comprehensive exhibit on Panama stationery ever assembled.  It’s genesis dates to 1989 when 
gold medal exhibitor David Leeds sold me my first piece of Panama stationery – a registry envelope with the 
“CANAL ZONE” blacked out and subsequently used in Panama.  I have exhibited Panama postal envelopes, 
postal cards, and registry envelopes as separate exhibits.  I was waiting to acquire the two missing errors on the 
Panama registry envelopes before exhibiting the highlights of these three exhibits in one.  These were acquired 
5 months ago from the estate of noted collector David Zemer.  This is the first time that many of these items 
have been on exhibit and is also the first time that examples of every piece of Panama postal stationery have 
been shown in one place.  John Sinfield exhibited Panama stationery at the 2016 international show at New York 
City 2016, but he did not have many of the unique pieces that I either owned at the time or have subsequently 
acquired.  This was last shown at NAPEX 2025. 

 
Importance 
Postal stationery was especially important in Panama given the humidity.  Postage stamps tended to become 
stuck together due to the heat or the glue was damaged due to tropicalization.  In many of the smaller post 
offices in the interior, where few letters were mailed, stocks of stamps could be in the post office for years and 
become damaged and unusable.  The non-gummed printed envelopes alleviated this problem.  Most of the towns 
in Panama during the pre-World War 2 era had fewer than 1,00 people and the post office could have been the 
only location to purchase envelopes.  It is also important because this is a complete showing of all of Panama’s 
postal stationery in one exhibit. 
 

Personal Study and Research 
I have been studying and collecting this material for almost 40 years and am editor of the Copaphil (Colombian 
Panama Philatelic Study Group) journal Copacarta.  I have written over 50 published articles – the latest on the 
2 and 5 centesimos American Bank Note issues of 1921 (see below) and the UPSS just released my catalogue 
of Panama’s postal stationery.  Access to the privately held American Bank Note archives has led to discoveries 
that change dates of issuance, the number of printings, and the quantities issued.   

 
Condition 
The covers in this exhibit are in excellent condition given that they originated in a very humid tropical climate 
prior to air conditioning.  Toning is commonplace.   Letters addressed within Panama are difficult to find normally 
and the majority have condition issues.  It is also important to note that historically collectors of Panama have 
not paid much attention to stationery, and most was not saved in a careful manner.  In this exhibit I have placed 
an emphasis on destinations or smaller town originations over condition. 

 
Rarity and Completeness 
It has taken over 30 years to acquire the pieces in this exhibit via direct purchase or trade from collectors 
(or their estates), dealers, and auctions.  This is the finest Panama postal stationery collection ever 
assembled and given the large number of unique items is impossible to duplicate.  To the best of my 
knowledge, I now have acquired examples of every production piece and every variety or error reported.  
The exhibit includes: 
 
Every unique production piece (43 in all).   
The only reported UPU specimens known (from Madagascar and Goa) 
The only reported used 2 cent wrappers of 1907 
The only reported usages to Australia, India, Japan, Portuguese East Africa and China 
The unique miscut 1 centesimos envelope of 1921 
The unique vignette only on 2 centesimos envelope of 1921 
The unique vignette only on 5 centesimos envelope of 1921 
The unique frame only on 5 centesimos revalued envelope of 1922 
The unique inverted indicia on 2 centesimos postcard of 1929 




